The Prophet Muhammad and the Qur'an have a strong relationship, including many features. It establishes that the Qur'an is confirmation of God's word as spoken by the Angel Gabriel to the Prophet Muhammad. Additionally, the Qur'an instructs, supports and defends Muhammad in his mission to spread the word about Islam. Moreover, the Qur'an is the primary source of historical information about Muhammad, his life and his mission.
For Muslims, the Qur'an (the recitation) is the word of God, communicated to the Prophet Muhammad by the Angel Gabriel and spoken to people in his human voice (Brown, P. 13, and Waines, P. 11). The Qur'an has 114 chapters (suras) of over 6,000 verses (ayahs) revealed to the Prophet Muhammad over the twenty-three years of his prophetic mission.
The words of the Qur'an represent Muhammad as the messenger (rasul) of God (Sells, p. 6). The primary relationship between the Prophet Muhammad and the Qur'an is that it establishes that Muhammad is only a man, he is the reciter (and the arbiter) of God's word and his commands for his faithful. Thus, the various suras of the Qur'an provide Muhammad divine guidance in his dealings with Muslims, Muslim society and others, and also defend and support his actions and teachings. The Qur'an provides a primary educational and archival resource for Islam, allowing the faithful to learn and embrace God's word, and additionally it serves as a historical source on Muhammad's life, time and mission.
According to Islamic tradition, God gives each prophet a miracle to support his mission, and the existence of the Qur'an is considered evidence of the miracle which defines Muhammad's prophethood. In 610 CE, when Muhammad was 40 years old, his first revelation came. He was sitting praying in the cave of Hira', a mountain close to Mecca. The Angel Gabriel came to him, and Gabriel said, "Read." Muhammad replied, "What shall I read?" The Angel said again, "Read!" The Prophet said, "What shall I read?" Gabriel said in the third time, "Read!" Muhammad said, "What shall I read?" The Angel said again, "Read!" The Prophet said, "What then shall I read?" The Prophet wanted to save himself from him. Then Gabriel said, (Read in the name of your Lord who created -1-Created the human from a suspended (embryo) -2-Read! And your Lord is most bountiful -3-The One who instructed using the pen -4-Taught man what he did not know) ('Alaq 96:1-5) The Prophet had difficult situation. (Mattson, P. 18, Brown, P. 12, Nasr, P. 30, Waines, P. 12, Brockopp, P. 4, Sells, P. 5, Lings, P. 44, and Watt, . The first revelation of the Qur'an verses has a powerful psychic effect on the Prophet Muhammad, who describes his experience as: "While I was walking I heard a voice from the sky. I raised my head and behold, there was the angel who had come to me in the cave of Hira': he was sitting on a throne that was between heaven and earth. I was so frightened by him that I fled home and said 'Wrap me up, wrap me up,' so they covered me. Then God, exalted is he, revealed: (O you who are wrapped up -1-Rise and give warning -2-And glorify your Lord -3-And purify your garments -4-And shun all idols -5-) (Mudaththir; 74: 1-5, Muslim). It was at this time that God revealed to the Prophet Muhammad his plans that he had selected him to bring His message to the world (Mattson, p. 32 The Qur'an instructs the Prophet in multiple verses, especially in the Meccan suras and it also defends him by rejecting the changes of the Quraysh that Muhammad was a poet, a sorcerer, or a man possessed (sura 21:5, sura 36:69, sura 10:2, sura 51:52 etc.) (Mattson, p. 35) . When the Prophet first began to read the Qur'an's powerful and beautiful verses, the Quraysh derisively claimed he was just a poet (Nicholson, p.159, Sells, p.7, Hassan, p.113 When the Prophet started out on his mission, he had difficulty with the members of the Quraysh tribe. Therefore, the Qur'an's stories of other prophets who had difficulty with their people --for example, when Noah's people mocked him, Hud's people rejected him, Salih's people defied him, Abraham's people tried to burn him, Yusuf was betrayed by his brothers, and when Jesus' followers abandoned him in his final hours. With these verses, the Qur'an provides an important source of strength to the Prophet, encouraging him to remain steadfast in his mission. ( (Mattson, p. 60) .
The Qur'anic verses address many important social, legal and moral questions to both Muslims and non-Muslims, such as shari'ah, the nature of the Divine Realty, and the natural world (Nasr, p. 25) . In the Qur'an, Muslims are instructed to give their faith to God, his angels, his messengers (such as Muhammad), to obey God's word in divine books, and the Day of Judgment. The Qur'an is also a primary historical source of the Prophet's life, and especially the most important events, such as the Nocturnal Journey, when the Prophet spoke to God face-to-face (al-mi'raj) (Nasr, P. 31, and Brockopp, P. 7) . Some specific Qur'anic verses representing other historical events are also found in hadith under "occasions of revelation" (asbab al-nuzul) (Mattson, p. 31) . Clearly, the relationship between the Prophet Muhammad and the Qur'an has many aspects and facets, all working together in furtherance of God's will for Muhammad and the spread of Islam. First and perhaps most importantly it establishes that the Qur'an is confirmation of God's word as spoken by the Angel Gabriel to the Prophet Muhammad. Secondly, as such, the Qur'an instructs, supports and defends Muhammad in his mission to spread the word about Islam. The Qur'an gives the Prophet the authority of God's intentions in order to guide Muslims in both their religious beliefs and their social interactions. Finally, the Qur'an is the primary source of historical information about Muhammad, his life and his mission. This biographical material provides further instruction and illustration for Muslims in practicing a devout life. While not a complete study of all possible aspects of the relationship between the Prophet Muhammad and the Qur'an, it is these three we find to be the most significant in the early establishment of Islam and Islamic culture during the time of Muhammad.
